rod 
> in 
oys 
ub- 
les 
sty 
not 


The 
hat 
ear 


18t- 
in- 

in 
olf, 
th) 


eT = 
lls, 
ms. 
lan 
ind 
ble 
ike 
1s.” 
ich 
en- 
ubt 
ent 








“ Nothing extenuate, nor set down aught in Malice.” 
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REMARKS ON THE “CANTERBURY HERO,” 


CHEVALIER CHINGCHILLY, 
Mr. Osbaldiston, Mrs. Sheppard, Mrs. W. Clifford, 


AND 
MR. JAMES VINING. 


To the Editor of the Theatrical Observer. 


Mr Evrror,—Will you oblige an old friend (with a new 
face,) by inserting a few of his floating ideas, and allow him to ask a 
few questions—he does not wish to pry, though he is related to the 
celebrated Paul Pry, he thinks—who thinks—why Simon Search, 
that Mr. Arlan, Mr. and Mrs. Balls, Mrs. Hannam, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Hamerton, will be a loss to the Theatre; as for the rest, the sooner 
they are gone.the better. He hopes Mr. Arlan’s removal is not to 
make room for the Chevalier Chingchilly, from the Canterbury The- 
atre, if so, any disapproval of his execrable ranting, may stand a 
chance of meeting with a bi/ing memento, of his extraordinary pow- 
ers. In God's name let no more Smith'sbe introduced on our boards, 
unless the Patentee wishes to decrease his sisters pin-money. It is 
rumoured that Mr. Osbaldiston is "to return, and should he do so, a 
Norwich audience, will surely entertain a grateful recollection of that 
gentleman's gratitude on ¢wo former occasions. Mr.O’s first season 
produced him the greatest benefit of that year, the consequence was, 
he imagined himself a Kemble at least, and left for the Bath Theatre, 
where, if he had had any discernment, he might have been convinced 
of his folly. Again was he engaged in Norwich, and though illness 
prevented his appearing in public, (and Mr. Balls most ably supplied 
his place,) yet Mr. O. was again complimented with a bumping benefit, 
and again, to evince his gratitude, was on the wing to astonish the. 
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Cockney’s at the Huyinarket Theatre, where he played Fou Nights, 
and was ¢¢onsigned, (as incapable) to the “Tomb of the Cayulets,” 
this gentleman, it ‘is said, is tobe again foisted on a generow puk- 
lic ; however, even he would be preferable to the ranting buffoorery 
of the Hero from Canterbury. Apropos—there is a kind of Canterbury 
tale of this youth, but of this hereafter ; it glads my heart, Mr. Editor, 
that you have found out “ you have no friends behind the curtain,” as 
be assured, you will have more friends, as well as more correspondents 
before it ; if you confine the buseness of the Observer to yourself and 
the Printer. 

I think you lashed Mr. Thorne, our inimitable seene painter too se- 
verely on the choice of his pieces, on the night of his benefit, (if so it 
could be called,) but with the Manager, who, if Mr. Thorne’s pencil 
were as stiff, hard, and formal as the Manager's acting, the scenery 
would be on a level with or even below the exhibitions in a barn. In 
vain poor Thorne, named piece after piece, but no, it could not be, 
Why was not this eminent artist to display the scene of “ Norwich a 
Port,” on his own night.—Shame! after so successfully exerting him- 
Self for the elder and younger Smith’s nights, he ought;in gratitude to 
have been allowed to exhibit his talents on his own night, but talent 
now a days stands for nothing, or Mr. Sherwin’s benefit would not have 
been less productive than Mr. G. Smith’s!!!__ Rumour also speaks of 
the return of a Mr. Vining, I suppose Mr. J. Vining, I wish it may be 
so. Mr. Balls’s loss will be the less felt, also of Mrs. Sheppard, or 
Mrs, W. Clifford. We should be glad to see either of these Ladies, 
as they have never been equalled since their departure. One improve- 
ment however, has taken place, that is the dismissal of that disgusting 
being, named Stacey, to say more of him, would be a waste of time. 
His successor, Leman, is at least, not offensive in appearance, and pays 
proper attention to what he does on the stage—all cannot be hero's 
and the deliverer of a message, if he does that properly is as useful and 
essential as Hamlet himself. Speaking of Hamlet, why has not Mr. 
Arlan appeared in that character ? it is said, the Manager, has declared 
he was not sufficiently experienced, perhaps his son Jou could have 
given him some instruction, has he or his employer any right to com- 
plain of the liberality of the public towards supporting the Theatre ‘ 
certainly not, when they persist in the unpopular system of selling the 
tickets atthe door, The public ought to be aware that all the money 


paid at the Theatre, on what is termed Ticket Nights, is sacked by the 


Manager, and is of no benefit to those who sell Tickets ; therefore, it 
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would be advisable for all those who intend visiting the Theatre on 
ose nights, to purchase tickets, where there is a chance of rendering 
grvice to the inferior members of the ‘Theatre. 
Iam, Sir, Your Humble Servant, 
SIMON SEARCH. 


To THe Epiror or THe THEATRICAL OBSERVER. 


S1r,—Allow me to avail myself of the invita- 
tion you have given, for the purpose of eliciting opinion 
on your opposition to Mr. Sherwin’s song. of Monday. 
evening last, and to express my sentimentsthereon. ‘To 
tell you candidly, although it may seem paradoxical, I 
am Of opinion your conduct was upon that occasion both 
right and wrong to a certain extent; rigié in as far as 
your objection to the offensive words introduced, was 
creditable to you in an abstract point of view, but—in 
some measure wrong, permit me to add, so strenuously 
pressing,-that objection against the sense most anequi- 
vocally testified, of the vast majority present ; the song 
was almost una voce encored, whether deservedly or not 
! will not pretend to determine, as an individual how- 
ever, | may be permitted to say, that it was like many 
others of the kind, very injudiciously called for a second 
time, 1 think—under the circumstances, to persist 
in opposing it during the repetion, appeared to me some- 
what injudicious, it being clearly manifest that suci 
an attempt could only lead to disturbance, and which 
I exceedingly regret should have been ended in the 
commission of an act of personal violence, disgraceful 
alike to the Theatre and cowardly perpetrators. From 
what little I have seen, sir, of the dispusition of that 
non-descript animal, called “ the mob,” no matter how, 
whether well or ill dressed, I shrewdly suspect it may 
be correctly classed with a species as celebrated for in- 
flexibility of character as the extraordinary length of 
its auricular organs, by reason of the obstinacy with 
which it pursues its imperious revolves right or wrong, 
whenever opportunity offers for exercising so amiable a. 
characteristic ; and, therefore, judging from this well- 
known propensity, your most prudential course perhaps 
would have been, to have restrained your just indigna- 
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tion at the time, to give it more effectual vent in'the sequel] 
through the literary channel of your “ Observer,” which 
whatever indifference certain parties may affect to en. 
tertain towards it, must sooner or later operate benef. 
cially on conduct obnoxious to the chastening hand of 
criticism. 

AN OBSERVER. 


THEATRE ROYAL: 


THIS EVENING, | 
Saturday, 9th June, 1827, will be performed the Comedy, of The ) 


SCHOOL FOR SCANDAL, 
SYLVESTER DAGGERWOOD, 


THE MAD ACTOR, 
AND THE 


MOUNTAIN ROBBER, 
Or, The Dumb Girl of Genoa. 











Notiez To CorrEsPonDENTS.—An Observer is inserted verba- 
tim, we are pleased with his candour, and solicit his future fa- 
vours.—“ Simon Search,” and other Correspondents have our 
warmest thanks—we defy any Periodical Publication of the like 
nature to ours that can exceed us in the merit of our most valued 
correspondence—-there is a host of talent desplayed wn it that 
makes the ‘Conclave ” tremble. In the number before the last 
nights performance, we shall present our Readers with an Heroic 
Address, which ue would recommeud by way of “« farewell” for 

favors received ; we shall take the liberty to tack an amendment 
to tt, 

“ The Observer ” having been on the first onset sneered at, ri- 
diculed, and eondemned io a natural death at the end of only 
three numbers, our readers will see that we have reached No. 
THIRTY-THREE, in spite of the prophecy,—if we are to die, we 
mean to die ** Game,”——we “ have fought the good fight,” (as the 
saints call it) and kept the course ; we began with the “ view Hal- 
loa,” and we mean to be in at the death of the Old Fox! 


Tf our Readers wish to know who the “ CANTERBURY 
HERO” is, they may inquire at the Stage Door, from Ten in the 
morning until noon daily, Sundays excepted. 


Printed by P, Cranefield, B ethel-Street, Norwich. 
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